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AFFLICTED BRAZLL

Half a Million of Her
People Swept Away.

CEARA DEPOPULATED.

Greatest Calamity in Two
Hundred Years. ;

DROUGHT, FAMINE, PESTILENCE.

Starving Peasants Eating
Their Own Offspring.

DEATH’S TERRORS.

Unburied Bodies Torn and Devoured
by Wild Animals.

SMALLPOX VICTIMS.

Thousands in Open Trenches Rot-
o ting at Lagoa-Funda.

BLACK PLAGUE AT WORK

Graphic Sketches of the Most Horrible
Visitation of Modem Times.

CrAna, Brazil, Dec. 30, 1878,

1 question if one American in ton has ever de-
woted more than a passing thought to this famine in
Northern Brazil. Most peoplo do not know of it at
all. How should they when the newspapers have
‘contained no more than brief notices—little para-
graphs to be remembered dreamily o8 something that
{8 occurring in another planet? A month or two past
there were notices of the smallpox cpidemic, mor-
tuary figures 8o large that they forced themselves on

the bulletin boards, but I suppose that hardly any- -

‘body connected thess accounta with those of the pre-
wions drouth and famine. Besides, all notices come
Mb,wﬂlllo.n;i 1 know from eoxperi-
ence that no correct ides can be obtained there.
‘What I did Jearn st Rio was enough to show me
the importance of the wsubject; beyond that
ndthing but mortuary statistics and vagup accounts
from men who had passed through Ceari. I deter-
-mined, theretore, to visit tho famine district and get
my Information at first hand. Now, God knows I
do not exaggerate, but I ean hardly belleys myselt
the horrors that I write. I can bandly beliove that
_the world has been so indifferent to one of tho grest-
o6t calamities in her history. The Chimsse and Ind-
fan famrines will not compare with this one when
We conaider the proportion of population. Our yel-

low fevor.desd wonld hardly have been moticed i

the great cometery of Cenrd. The plagus of London

is the only comparison that [ know of for these pes-

_ tilences in Brazil, but the plague was s dwarf to this
.glsnt. What of o petty Enropean war that changes s
boundary, perhaps, and garries off two or three hun-
dred thousand men out of 100,000,000 7 Whit s it to
# scourge which hua destroyed & provines as Iarge o
France (destroyed it, for nothing but the gronnd is
left), swept a whole population from the earth, with
death volloys of hunger snd disease and murder ?

DROUGHT IN THE RENTAO.

Zhe famine of 1877-78 ia confined to that part of
Bmzil which is known as the Sertao, This region s
utterly unlike the matted forest flats of the Amason
or the gneiss mountalns of Rio. It is s rolling
piain sscending gradually I'ron_ the sos copsb and
diversified everywhere with tsolated hills and moun-
falns. Thoro Is forest growth, but it in low snd not
thick, much more like our Northern woods thsn one
s apt to imagine for tropical growth. Portions of

women do most of ithe farm work; the men
@ain & few dollars as herdsmen or by hiring
themselves out for a day ocoasionally. The upper
clnsses, ou the contrary, will compare favorably with
any i Brazil, '!loltbl them are pure whites; they
are intelligent, brave, domentic--far ahead, in (act,
of the Kio or Sad Paulo Erazilians. This mized
populstion was distributed through the Bertao,
mueh as the people are in our Western communi-
tios —theres were numercous villages and hamlots
joined together by tolerable roads, hardly any rail-
roads, and, as T have inti d, mo rivets.

Pisuby and Rio Grande the pessants wers already
dylug of hunger. And this, remember, was only in
the beginning of the evil time, Think of the suffor
ing all through this weary; weary year; think how
people who were starving in April must have lived
in July, October, December, with the brazen sun
every hour deawing away the littls mofsturo that
wan left, It was mo longer a guestion of ing
berds and crops, but of saving human lives. The
cattie had died long before this suminer was over.
Not s tenth part survived of the immense hends;
sheepand goats had fallen a prey to starving robber
bands, It was unsafe to travel aloue, even by day, so

1t is important to note this, as it explains much of
the suffering brought on by the drought. The Sertao
s astrip avernging 600 miles in width, extending from
the Farabyba Eiver southward along the coast or near
it to the 8, Francisco; thence betwoen the coast range
of monntains it is continued southwestward to Minas
Geraes, almost in the latitude of Rin. The drought of
1671-78 was felt all over this tract, but its black nn-
clens was In the province of Ceari. This province, to
which my observations were confined, is about aa
large a8 the Middle Htates. In 1876 It contained
900,000 inhabitants, of which st least 760,000 were
non-proprietors—the poor people of whom I have
written, The province containod ‘only one port of
importancy, its capital; this is indifferently set down
on the maps as Fortaleza, or Ceari; ita normal popu-
Iation is 25,000, The streets are well Isid out and in
genernl the little city is one of the prettiest and nost-
est in Brazil. Thoerv is no harbor; vessels anchor in
the open roadstead and :r4 ate taken to and
fro in little sailing rafts—tangadas or cat .

. FIDST TERRORS OF 1877,

“With these preliminary k% on the Sertao and
the province of Ceard, your readers are in a posi-
‘tion to nnderstand the dronght and its terriblo offects.
In Ceard the winters of 1878, 1876 and 1877 were all
remarkable fbr torrential rains, Tho poor peopie had
abundant harvests from their little clearings, and nil
wont on bapylly enough., They wero proparing to
plant again with the rains of January. But carly in
the winter of 1878 vague reports of drought began to
cireuloty In Fortaleza. It was said that Crato, Joo,
Telha and other villages of the interior had had no
rains; that the cattle were dying, and even the
poorer people bogan .to be pinched [or food, even
went &0 for ns serfousty to fear s bad year. The gov-
ernment papers Insisted that these rgports wero a

on of the opposition; but when the 1st of March
came and the rumors were worse than®ever the
Bishop crdered prayers in all the churches ad pre-
. BN, pt for this uneasy foel-
ing that ran through all business, there was nothing
unusual observed in the pleasant city or the villages
around [t. I visited the place in March, 1877. The
drought was then asubject of general conversation;
but nobody understood the extent of the calamity.
Suddenly, like & thunderbolt, there came to the
quiet town o message of terror; mon's faces grew
white; moen's hearls sank within them, for thoy
knew what the words prophesied. It was from
Tell, in the interjor of the province, n letter dated
March 8, 80 that it must have resched Fortaless
about March 20. The words were simplo enough:—

“PEOPLE ALE DYING HERN OF HUNGER."

Now thils was early in March, when the drought had
Iamted no ‘more than two months, when it was not
yot cortain that.the year would be altogether a bad
one. But the poor Sertafisjo is so evenly balanced
with noture that he cannot stand a fresh strain.
His mandioca fletds are for a year only, Ina
year' and a month ke will starve, unless ho has now

¥ L

of March. In some places there had been light
h , but the ¥ K groas growth from these had
dried up on the black plains. There were no leaves
on the troes:. The cattle were crying for water ua
only mute nature can. Childron wero erying for food
in the palm thatched huts. All the carth cried for
rain, and yet not a tear of pity came from the elouds,
The largoe cattle proprietors began to kill their stoek
in order to get the meat and hides while there was
time. The p guthered d those slsug
houses fo beg a morsel of flosh, and, for the most
part, they foumnd willing hearts and hands, for the
rivher Cearencoa are not the men to refuse an slms,

 eropa. It was & sad month fu the Serteo—this one

i te were the pook people. The influx of refn-

gees to the villagos and” towms .was enormons—
fifteen or twenty thousand was no unusual nnmber
in s place whose normasl popnistion was no more
than two or thres thousaud. By the end of the yesr
there wers 70,000 wreteh pud d Forta-
leza, lying on the sands nuder huts made of boughs
or of palm leaves, hardly clothed, filthy, famished,
begging where they could, and finally dying in the
streets, because private charity was exhausted. My
collection of letters, written during this time, is only

& repetition of sad 1 , pentil \ B8
asssination, ruin of the rich, dying of the poor. I
will gquote only from s (ew. The first wis from a
priest st Telhn :— 2y
‘ HELY US, FOR THE LOVE OF GOD,

Halp me to auceor this paor people, dying of hinn-
ger. I am jnst mounting my horse to go and contess
twao poor croatures who are expiring, [ do not wish to
say of hunger, bnt that {s what appears, Hero is a
fwnily for whom, alns! 1 ean do pothing—father,
mother and little children—all prostrated with fam-
ine. This is horrible. Help us, for the love of God.

From Quixadi, June 19:—

To the famine you must add nakedness and pesti-
Tence, The woods ara infested with robbers, I can.
not deacribe it. On all the romds there is a continual
procession of emigrants. In one winglo road from
the centre, which passes by & friend's honse, he
counted 4,619 pofugees uw the I4th of May. Youn
u:ﬂthlu havo an idea of w is passing on the other
rowds, £

From Bom Jesus, June 4:—

A poor old man died of hinnger yesterday. He left
eight children, who are almost ready to follow him.f

From Jardim, June 12:—

Mandioca ménl is gclllng hece at 224 $0 230.4he
bushel, normal price, $3; corn at 22, normnal §4;
beans ot $40, normal £4; rice at §106, pormal 23, and
salt at $40, normal 24: and nll this {8 only nominal ;
even the rieher ones bre suifiring from hunger.,

From Pacatuba, Juno 25:—

It 18 not only the inhabitants of the villages who
are tortured with famive, but more than 2,000
wratches have come down from the interior, naked,
faruished, begging bread for the love of God, .

From the priest ot Quixada, June 21:—

It is impossible to the “misery here.
Think of & house with six naked, skeleton childeen
erying with hunger, snd 2 poor, migeruble mdther
sick on the Althy bed, tortured loss with her diseaso
than to seo the little ones begging for bresd. Think,
-ﬁm. of fmnilies begging in the streets, amonyg them
oll men aml pretty yonug gicls, slmost naked, or
with only dirty rugs to cover thein; aband 1 ehil-

where, however, matters wore hardly better. In |

I can only judge from casusl motes here snd there.
But it was tho same slmost everywhere; only a few
favored places nlong the mountain sides escapod the |
general riin.  Even at Fortaleza men woro dying im
the streets, and yet the city was in constaut commu- |
nication with Rio, Pernsmbuco snd Pari by woeekly
steamers, ;

PRIVATE CHARITY AROUNED, y

Meanwhile what was being done to help the starv.
ing provinee ¥ The first reports were, o 1 have said, |
too vague to attract much sttention outside of Coard
itselt; but with the wore decided noticos of March
Brizilinns began to see that their brothers nooded |
help. The first response was from Pornambuco, |
than whieli no more generons oity cxists in Brazil. |
‘A public subseription was atarted and soon reached a |
considorable sum. A little Inter Pard and Maranbam |
esme In with aid; then the populace of Rio took it
up, for even in that city thare are ready {tmpulses for
gon®, The people gave their money and their time,
a4 they hnd before to the vietims of ivundation in
Portugal. It ix true they combined all with plossure;
concerts, theatrical performances and fairs were got
up in aild of the sufferers, But, after all, the heart

foeling wos good and the  subseriptions
were lerge for  Brazil. Provisions were
purchasod  and sent  to  Ceard—not  slways

wisely pnrchased, I fear, bnt that wns mistake rather
than fault. Shipownora carried those supplies with-
out charge. A “Central Commission of Buccor’’ wos
establishind and it did noble work. But private
clhiarity was not strong enough for the crisis. That
wes soon apparent, and from all sides came appeals
to the government. Now the Brazilian governmoent
has pever yet ghown itself equal to an emorgoney.
So long ss matters ran thly—and legislation s
protty much confined to talking and drawing saln-
rics—tho government machine goes on well enongh;
but & Paragnayan war or o Ceardh fan psets all

that I helped bury had already been tors by

l some
doys and vultures.

From Granja, near the sea eosst, whare many
rofugees had congregated, a govermment commis-
sioner writes:—

As I pen theso lines T am tormonied, almost deaf-
ened by eries, imprecations, tears, groams ol a
driven wild anid sgorized by fauiue, nakedness and
diseage. A thousand at s timo, Uiy beg e morsel for
the love of God, for the ditine pity, that they may
sive for s moment some child toru by houger. A
grave woman, pushed about by the peoply, begs
to save herself from the wonster that devours
lier to save the child in her womb. Another eries
for broth for her husbaud, who is prostrated,
almost inanimate by that worst of (Mseases, fuine,
Another shows her bouy body, with hardly rags to
cover her nakedness—a horrible sight,  Another
hegs help for her husband, her son, her beother, all
dying together. One juwt eried to me, “Help me for
the five wounds of Christ! Iam folling.” This one
say, * Senflor, Hsten to me, who am dying with my
ehilidren.” wuries, groans, curses; Lot what can
I do? thepe nre many; there are so many, alas!
Thonsands who would havg holp at once, And how
shall 1 help them when I have no resources? Elght
days sgo the commission hought provisions and
arranged money on the falth of the government,
which had promised resourves. But these have not
camw, We can do nothing, snd the people are curs-
ing us, “They give only to their fovorites,” tho
erowd says, and then they ery fiercely, “You have
foud for us; give it at once!"”

" DBannarua, Jan, 1, 1878

We ealenlato that the deaths from hunger olone
rench twelve por day: many more die of disease. In
the cemetery they cannot bury the dead fast enongh.
The othier duy the bodies of theee children awaiting
intermwent wore caton by dogs. i“l‘ﬂflar?‘ i# no Jonger
sufn: the people steal what they can,  In'the jail the
Prisoners are starving.

LIVING BKELETONE UUSH TO THE COAST.

8o I might go on endlessly. Alas! I know how
real it wus, The toars coma to my eyes even now
when I road thede piteous cries for holp. Huangor,
postilonce, want—these were what Ceard had to fight

wiien the socond great famine year broke upon her.

this clockwork and after that we can depend on
nothing but incompetence and general chaos. 1 grant
that the famine found the imperial government inan
exceedingly bad condition. The finances were ins
ruinons state. There was a deficlt of $30,000,000 apd
a defalting Cabinet into the bargain. Thers wers
fron-cluds to pay for and the grmy to support, and
politieal friends waiting for places. And then (t was
0 much easior to shut the official eyes to this for
away @vil. “Very likely it was cxaggerated after all,"
Indeed, the government organ at Ceard had said as
much, and ““the peasants were improvident and suro
to die in any case.**
TALDY GOVERNMENT AID,

8o the 8 tors and Dologates and Ministers rested
easily, dawdlod and talked, and gove a little aid very,
very tardily. A eredit of £1,000,000 {$1 each to sup~
port & million of starving people for a year) was
voted, after much debate, but it was long before tho
money reached Ceard and the other drought-stricken
provinees, and mesnwhile the milllon people were
fighting starvation in all the 8crtao, The Provioelal

dren, who cau o longer drag themselves along, beg-
ging for bread on their bended knees; theu you will
have s poor idea of the state of things here,

From Saboeiro, June 12:— v

Yeaterday there was bLuried a boy named Steven;
died of hunger. L

. HEAKTLESS CREDITORS,

A longer lettor comes from Cococy, June 20, I
tranecribe it becanse it shows how the famine was
making itself felt in all clnases, snd how some bad
spirits took advantago of the suffering. It s from a
priest:— :

It is no longer nmm‘gy 1o eay that we had no
winter, that the people are dying of hunger, Yo this
terrible blow apother comes to exaggerate onr ills.
The uhaphengeru are more and more inclined to gain
money st the expense of these r vietims of

bunger, My ministry carriea md to the hut
of the peasant a8 weoll a8 to the mansion
of the rich, and in both I bave wit-

pessed scenes that tear my heart and
fill me with thdignation. Now I see a father wliose
family Is already suffering trom {smine. ‘He has only
one borso with which he might go to rock o load of

gruﬂulom in Pinuhy; this horso is taken uway from
im by his creditors., has no horse, but he
hos a ox, which e might kill to teed his

children on their journey to sowme place of safety;

this is tora lﬂ'li from him, Another lias neither
horee nor ox, o has o few ﬁ'“‘ that might serve
to keep the ¥ alive for o little; but thess are

taken by the creditors, Btill another has neither
horse nor ox nor yet a single goat; his family is sus-

E ‘nment had boen more prompt. becauss the
evil was immediately before ita eyes. Even in Mareh
aid commissioners had heen appointed, and small
sums of money and provistons placed at their dis-
posal. But all through this ycar the commissionors
were nearly helpless for want'of supplies. I hear of
30500, for {ustunoe, to feed 5,000 starving people
for & week, and thot where provisions were at
famips prices. [ find that nup to Soptem-
ber, 1877, the sufferers in Ceari bad received
government sud  private aid to the amount
of about £330,000, and probably the richoer Cearenees
had given away $150,000 to their poor neighbors.
Now Iean hardly calenlute st less than 500,000 the in-
digens population existing lere st that tiwe. We
reach the couclusion that during the five months—
April to August, Inclusive—eacl starving person had
received §1. I know from persoual experience with
workmen that in northern Brazil a man cannot be
well fod, however coarsely, for less tham twenty
cenis per day, and you must remember that provi-
afons at this time were ruinously high, sad in mnost

InJd y there was fear, in Febraoary terror, in
March despalr: no raina at all in some places, littia
useless showers at best, Atd now comes the most
terrible scene of all.  Therdwas no more hope in the

Sertno. No food, and mno possibitity of
obfuining * it except along the sea shors,
Then the whole bewildered, famine-stricken,

panle-wild erowd caine rushing down to For-
talezn and the coast cities,, Withont food for
the road, naked, slek, dying, even as they fled from
death—every man for himself, Children striving
vainly to keep np with their parents, erying as they
roll over tho stones, with bleeding feet nnd skeloton
bodies, walking, crawling along, bepging where no
one could give—for how could n man support thon-
sands,  Thoy were famished when they started.
Three, four, five days they held their way. Then
they foll by the rosdside and grosned and died. Some
pitying hand, perhaps, throw a handful of earth over
them, but, for the most part, each wos too busy with
1iis own safety to care for others. SHo ounr human
brothers died, ’

ONE HUNSDRED AXD FIFTY THOUSAND TEOTLE PER-

IRITED. i

the smalipox appearsd among them on the
voyage. aud then they died Hke vermin and wer

thrown into the sed. Probably ffty thonsand emi

grants left Ceari. They wore gresived kindly enough
in the othor proyinees, though their noeds were not
always promptly met, Bt for the most part they
would not work; their mondicant habits were now
#0 confirmed that they would ouly beg or starve, 1
think they had sowe vagnue idea that as they wen

¥ictims of a terribie misfortune they bad s right te

filch their Uving from the world, So they nursed
their misery long a‘ter people had ceased to pity
them, The noat Pari peassuts dospised them. Af
best they wore unfitted for a8 forest life; go thoy
boggod and starved sod sickened and died, just o8
they had in their own province. A few of the bes!

bands found regular employment and went on well

enough. Drazil never had bad sueh o chanee te

civilize .the Ceari peasspts. The refuges

crowds should have been put  under milis
tary rule; d t h hould lLave been
providgd  for them; cleanliness vigorously

enforeed, and vaceination carried out, under poualty
of the law for 8 non-vaecinsted person. Abowva all,
the rations should have been given only in payment
for work. In this way the government econld have
built railromds, seenred 3 barbor for Fortaless, and
a0 on, aud the poor peopls wonll bave been saved
from souj-killing mendicancy. Thers wore not want-
ing thote who urged the necessity of giving work
instend of alms. Indeed, tho plan was carried out in
some places, os at Baturits, and with very happy re-
sulte, But it was not until July, 1578, that the gov-
ernment serjiously bestirred itsclf to repair its fanlt.

Thers was s little railroad from Fortaleza to Puca-

tuba, thirty-five miles. The affairs of the road were

in n rninous condition, so the company was glad ta

sell it to tho governmont 6t a low price. A
party of engincers waa sent up from Rio,
and 'in July survoying and work wers commenced-
simultancously for a continuation of the road to
Canos, Muany thousand men were employed (n this
way. Another railrond was started in the provinee
and wvarrous publie bufldings were put np. The
refugess woerealso employed to clean stroets, work
in the government storehouses, and ro on.

CRARA IN JUNKE, LART YEAR.

And now we come to the last sad scone, the scens
that is vet unrolling itself, and no one can tell the
end. Unbappy provinee! Fitiless indeed would he
be who conlid view thy tortures unmoved. Consider
the provinee s it was in June, 1878, The interior
reglon, once well populated, was now almost de
sertel. Only a few starving families remained to
mark thriving towns and villages. 1 stato Hteral
truth when I eay thiat in the fall of this year it was
almost impossible to travel far from the
coast, because food and water were a8 ut-
terly unattainable as they would bein the Sahars.
1 have conversed with<e man who made the journey
to Crato in November; he described a howling wil-
derness, where one sees only deserted houmes and
lenfloas trecs and by the road With our

* The greatest mortality from hunger was p ¥
in March; from Febraary 1 to May 1, when the exo-
dus waa toking place. I can hardly calenlste the
number of famine deaths at less than one hundred
thousand; and during the whdle drought probably
one hundred and fifty th d died of hung

I shonld adid that my _ calculations are munoh
Jower than those of other persons; some place
the entire numbor as high as thres hundred

genial ellmate we esnnot understand a. real dronght,
In Ceari birds end insects died during the first blas.
ing summer. Imagine what the plains must have
been with s second dry year. The whole population
was gathersd in a strip not more than seventy-five
miles in its greatest width running slong tha
const. The people were crowded about the cities and
villages, living in wretched huts and drawing gov-
t rations. At one time there were 150,000 of

thomsand. In Armcaty the daath rate 1 tod be-
tween mnety and one hundred and ten o day; in
Fortalesa it was less at this liwe, but eighty per day
waa bad enough. Ihave notlces of ten, twenty or
more daily deaths in small villages; and everywhers
slong the rowisiles nomelosa croeses still tell the
story of uneatalogued victims, , Dark tales of can-
nibulism begiu to appear, Froma lottor written at
q bim I translate ss follows:—

i FATING HIS OWN CHILD,
1 write in haste, Haveno time to trsnseribe th
sopnes of horror about me. It is o 10 give you

4

places there were absolutely no-erope. No wond:
that the people died. From September to December,
imclusive, when the neceisity was mueh greater, the
entire ald received by this provinee was about
$700,000, The beginning of & new year fouml
the Provincinl Treasury empty, the goneral gov-
t indifferent, only private charity as ready

talued only with wild roote; but he has o good dog to
hunt with; it is taken. One of these ‘%n.
more humsne than the others, snid to me:—What
ean I do, !dmu Revervnee ? I&It\'ur was .d'u.l.]r:le:ﬂi
broken as Ill'l. this M Im m q
never saw o much misesy. The other ﬂl!,l went to
demund payment of & poor ma, but un honest one,
who had al ways et moe Jm:mptlx nntil now. The min
burst into tears, ‘I will pay yon,' safd he; *ronshall
have all there is (thero was nothing), bnt what will
become of moand my littleones? I pitied hi so that
1 told him he might rent easy for this year; bhut what
will become of e with my ereditors in the city 2"
Ah, my friend, in what comlition do the other poor
familea reinain who are tortured by ereditors? Tho
fathier hours hin children weeping: be goes to seek
mucumsn seeds snd roots of the pan de moco, and it
is hard enough to find even these polsond. The
mother scen another little one die’'of hunger and she
goes out broken hearted to a morsel for those
that are left,

WRETOHESR RERKING POOD,
Sax Joao pE Fusciex, July, 20, 1857,
is mlmost demerfed; the people have

But where there wero no cattle the poor people suf-
tered dresdfnlly. Alrcady they began to devour the
mucwman socds (like a red bean) and forest roots—un-
wholesome, disense producing food—but what counld
starving people do ¥ April came with & biazing sun;
no hope of raine, The people,* indeed, were in
despair. They bad formod Jong penitentisl proces-
slons, cutting themselves with sharp knives
or ocarrying heavy stones on tholr heads.. Now
they began fto flee from the country to
the larger villages. BSomo of them came down
to the eity of Fortalors, ragged, dirty wretches, with
faminoe marks on their faces, with famine weakncss

the lavd are open plains, with only d trees;
in other places the woods have been cut away over
extopsivn’tracts. In the Sertao the sessons are vory
sharply divided. The rainy months proper extend
trom Jannary to June or July; the remainder of the
goar is dry, so dry that the trees shed their loaves
and the gruss is all withersd. People esn only ob-
taln water by digging for it in the dry beds of
streains, for thero aro no porennjal rivers in the
Bertso. Only in somo districta thers are light
showers in October, tho so-called chwrar de cqpé, or
cachen rains, when the tree of that name {s in
bloom. It somctimes happens that the wintor
months remain dry like the others—a terrible calam-
ity for the poorer people, bocanne they depend for a
lving on the producta of their little plantations, and
the cropa can only be raised during the rains. The
droughts have left black marks on the history of
Northern Brasil. Hardly one of the domen or more
on_morﬂ has failed to connt its victims by hundreds
or th de, and the material loss is immense, Wa
understand thin bettor if we consider thpeiuu
of the pop , .
A POVERTY FTRICKEN POPULATION.

In this part of Brazil there are no manufsctnres
' whatevor, vory fow mines, no fisheries of impor-
tanes, no forest industrics. The community is ex-
clusiyely sgricultnral and pastoral. Thqre are im-
"mense herds of cattle, conniderable plantations of

** ' stgar, eotton, ke., and the poorer people plant man-

, Gioca and corn, using the land of their richer neigh.
' bote, for whom they do alittle work wally,

in their thin forms. And atill the government in-
nistod that the dronght was a political schome to
bring their party into disreputs. The poople wero
eiting cats and dogs by this time, when they could
got thom. But for the most part they wero begging
of richer neighbors. Thoe straln was so great that
private charity began to fall. Cattlo stoaling and
petty thofts of provisions were of everyday oceur-
renco. Letters writéon st this time slrealy ocon-
talnod sad plotures. Hore is onoe from 8. Pedro;—
PLANTERS HARASSED BY THIEVES AND FPAMINE, °

The vegetables planted in the plains aro entirely lost;
those on the hilia are resdy to die for want of a little
rain. There is no food on the low Heores ot

ple have been obl to to the
monnining in search of refuge from the famine,
Many aro in such a4 miserabie condition that it entw
our nearts, 1f wo do not soon heve public ald many
prople will die of hangor. Pat, what is moro, & baud
of vagabonds nnd thivves have invaded the monntain
lands alomg with the refogoos; we are obliged to
n:rnun thirty soldisrs wnder arms $0 guard
against their sttacks,

This picture is from Canindé:—

Frovisions are alresdy very searce, and what thers
in in too comtly for the poor plo. They have
nothing to buy with. They go through tho
streets. Ah! my friend, the re I8 aasd one,

A p pr wan I d; more than s
thonsaud persons walked tho streots barefooted aml
carrying yrest stones. Two hundreld of the i«

tents out themaolves in & horrible manner, 1 mot
two men carrying & dying woman to be confessed. 1
asked what diseaso sho was smitten with, “Hunger,”

thoy naid.
CHILDREN ADAXDONED 10 DIR.

From Telha this was recelved:—

The ures are changed into desorts, only rarely
by wome solitary animal, onee the fower of

tho bord. Here in & group of thi rwr b An
rage, squalid, with misory uumg n |h'uT:‘l,m.
goods on thelr

mnm their Httio . honsahol
or over their showlders. They are flying to
Unriry whore, [ fear, they will seck vainly for help.
I teavorsed & reglon ot 120 miles long and
never saw & green leaf. mo are

b the water

Whether (t be for the pastursge of cattle or the growth
“of eropa the whole community depends on tho
roll, and hence om the fertilizing ralns of winter,
It the, rains do not come the people starve.
Agsin, the population has to wuffor torribly becansn
16 hua 1o holp fu iteelf, Of the 2,500,000 nominal in-
‘habitsuts of the Spriso not 100,000 are rich men, or
even reasanably woll off. Thoe wast majority aresn

in i - .uw:: lammo' [{
" i ven enou, or
the mn o, Men, \mn:u “ud ehiklren
nhﬂ;: in ragm o':‘ h;:.ndying n; rml:w&lom & sod
ways., iy of peansnts,
Rm ¥ tho hill cotatey. tho night In the
1 In the early moraing the older oges went
on, two ohildron, who were too weak
from . famiue to I-pu&.m thom. A little Iater
founid n;ﬂdm—o:nm. the
tho busiel (sbownt c:r.u- ordinury b .uimll m;
o Pl ik, ST T
st any price. 'hie peasants lveo on wild roots, on un-

Arsb-liko race, produoed by the (nter » of the
“blacks, whites and Indlans—pooplo who have no
property sl never try 1o rise above their normal
condition. Irobably this is the mast degraded olaen
in pruu;‘ immoral, izgnorant aud abominably filthy,
banlly washing flesh or clothes from one yoar's end
to the othor, The dress generally in of coarse cotton,
white or blue; tho mon with & pair of drawers, »
ahiirt. hung loosoly outeido of thom and & brond-
Lrimmed lenther bat; the women with only ehomiso,
skirt snd & cloth to throw over their heads, Thone
people.  lve In palm  thatched hute; the

whol » on the flesh of unclean animals,
Prom Araeaty, under date of May 18, 1877, » lotter
Ay :— ] .
My Fuiexp—The ploture of misery whi :
velling betoro us is o sad that we mml'll ‘::nl'lt‘::’n
awny our eyes, Immigration from the country
avound has hoen lmlg ra i we osloniste
that by the end of the month it will fench 5,100, -

1

»

This vil
fgrated e plalus s

terrible, Three months hence the victuns will e
connted by himndreda as they now are by units, for
oven to-day there are deaths from hunger. Tho cat-
tlo industry may be considered extinet.

Iny, Auguat 10, 1877,

1 live on the bordors of the rosd which comes from
TambYoril, Boa Viegem and other places in the in-
terior ss far back as Ico and Telha. ily I see cara-
vaus of emi ts passing by, hundrods of ol
half dend with hunger, ed, lean, with sunken
oyes, drivon fdiotle from want of food, going to
Herra Grande to save their Hves If way be, Dut 5.-_-;
deceive thomeelves; they will die there sooner than
in their homes. On the Berra there ix only a little
meat and less incerMioen meal, and what will the poor

buy with ? The meént has sent us 4
oadn of provisions; mt what is this drop in the
ocean of our misery ? .

ADA, Angust 5,

I had hoped until véry lately that people would not
die of hunger here, but there can no longer be any
“donubt of it. Already I have scen porsous fall in tho
stroets stricken by fanalne.

Cnato, at 19, 1877,
Yol thero arrived hers the ald commission
pointel by the gover t. Hardly was the notice

receivesd when the poor people came crowding sround
the door in thousands begging for belp. In the
midst of this confusion & poor you woman of
decent family and woll appearing forced hoer way into
onr presence with her akeleton mother and an omaoi-
stod child on ler arm.  Hho told of & husband dying
at homo, raid that the ohild had long bad only her
milk for sustensnco, and'that wad o be-
canse of the wild fruits and roots she ate.
While we wore listening to her tho child died in her
arms. Think of our conditton. - We 4n thiw houno,
like othors, have withont onr dinner more than
once that we might save a rew wretches from death,
A gronp of childron, with no mors to
‘Sustaim vei om foot while they beg for H
one falls and duk? of hun[r:l:'n the pavemont. Hero
n & gronp of y g pletely nude, yet
must beg for bread with the rest. e
EVERYWAERE FPNORR AND DEATH,
A priost writos from Quixadi on the 20th of Bep-
tember :—

I arrived here yestorday and I know not how to
write, hupressed as 1 am with the pictures of misery
which 1 inmmnum-m. It i horrible to travel
::"ul;h Lh. interior, Oa“lh:‘:w!l 1 n:.l:d anly in-

rm - ., bony,
S Gasthithe, tumnioi Wb Tou S hunger.
Many fall by the roadside alinost insnimate, as hap-
$mdu Rischo do (estro, where a man fell

wn with his three childron snd wonld have died
but for s Hefior Moura, who gave them o morsel of
fond. Tha poovie have given way to despalr. Full
of griet lmmlI;nu mlﬂ:‘ot ‘:‘M !:Inm ot nv?
nonm, ronsly spoakin ungor, i
'ulnln“#: village! - We tnﬂ poople fallen on Ih;
pavemeont,

With this lgbter the pricst scut & list of five per-
sona dead of hungee. A littlo later mo one thought
of lista; it was the number of scores or hundreds
that had disd, The pricst adds a postscript :—

Ax I closed this a poor woman came fo the a
mothor whoso children wirn no | r able to work.
Hhe sald that she could only give them wator and n
littio salt. A woman came to ask beead for
hier father, who had 1allen trom hunger by the river
nide, here again in » fathor who wix Metlo
skaleton children 40 beg.
triends! God have pity on ua!

EOULS BOLD FOR DUEAD,

From Carirl (October) 1 havo s long letter (too long
to teanscribe), tolling of the depredations of roblor
bands, who overrun the whole mglon, stealing the fow
romaining eattle and gosts, burning houses, killing
men, outraging women, Slmilar letters from other
places, for, like sil grest national calamitios, the
dronght awakened the worst passions, deove humanity
fromn the breast of men. Young girls semetlmes
pold themeotves for & Little food. Dut wiy sliould 1

enough, my

ng this mars of famine strickon, starvin I
of the worst eustoms m the midst of our dﬂ‘ﬁ: im-
iwhed city snid altogethor without 1
t fs ouly » part of the trutlh,

DEAPERATE STRUMILE FOR LIFK,

This nniversal abandonment of the opon country
wan & foature of the drought.  The poor people from
tho fiest songht rofugo in the iuterior towns or st
Fortaless. Bome fled to neighboring provinoes,

go on iblug letters that are only repetitions of
the ssme horrible facts? Thowe of November and
December contaln longor likts of deaths, or, whoro
thoro in no apsce for the lsts, & ealenlation ot no
many fsllon cach day or week—a domon, perhaps,
of & score. You must romember that this collee-
tion of lotters only tolls the story of a fow

interior towns; of the other villsgos snd little cities

na ever. Oovernment and private sid was often
bafily sdministesed, though in the main I believe
therewus littlo dish ty—rutbior i t and

08 o ¥p one : crime. A father, whose
nature wis s0 overcome by hunger that e killed and
cooked in a pot his Tittle child, two . Thin
took place in Califovnia (s gettie neéar Quixnda).
The father died soon after his horrible fesst. I have
thred or fonr similar stories, vory well anthenticated,
I beliove that thesa and other oases of cannibalism
wero caused by | ity—a result of hunger,

I quote also a letter from Jaguaribé-Mirim, one of

many that tell the samo story :—

lazinoss. Tho refugres were allowed to congregato
sbout large towne; to live in filthy, crowded huts; to
clothe their filthy bodies with filthy ragn; and so it
was that pestllenco wus presontly added to the
famino, . Smallpox appeared in Fortaleza and wua
raging all throngh the year. Yellow fover came in
No ber; its wicti wemrl“_l'ry s and
hundreds. That enrious paralg{(¢ digéase, the beri.
berd, raged in the interior villageghe Permicions fevirm, |
bhandly known before, now “‘W‘W’h -
demic force. Andso with faminé ol dladase apa
misery the weary months wore swey, gnd.all men-
looked forward to the winter and aid from heaven, as
bumanity could give them nothing. Unhappy
Coard! How should she‘know that this black year
was to be only the preluds to her greater suffering?
DAWN OF THE YEAR 1874,

Picture to yourself the condition of Cesrd in Janu-
ary, 1878. A provioce dried up, blasted. Paatures
without grass, forests without lesges, rivers withont
water, fields without crops. The ecattle industry
destroyed utterly; only a few beoves survived aboug
the lurger towns of the th ds that bad r 1

This villago ix full of absndoned children; the de-
spairing fat would no jonger sec torn by
this ter hunger, This very day, while 1 was
vating dinner, miy honse was invaded by & crowd of

thene wrotchod childran, vory skeletons, who coull
hardly speak, Some of them wore so woak that they
me tuke only soup, obstinately refusing maore
solld food, The roud trom here to  Aracety Is fall
of bodies. You can count the crosses by
bupdreds. The other day, in an  sbandoned
house, there were fonnd five bodies of refugees,
four children aml one old woman. By the bodies
_there were three strips of leather in the kettle over
“the ashes of np extingnished fire, A the faith-
“fal triend of fammily, was still watohing them.
‘Wear Lottradothree young girls and an 01d man were
' fofmdvating the of & dead horse which loy by
“the roadeide. This 'was a family from Laoras; Fw
in the villoges théses poor wretches no longer ask 1o
maudioca meal; ¥ wek for eats and dogs to est,
(Thiz i% no exngy One shopkeeper told me of
s refugee who asked permission to kill the rats sbout
his place.) Three days ago I made s journey of six
leagues by the rosd from Ied, and whit I saw was in
deseribable, I found eleven desd bodivs by the rond-
#ide aud st Jeast forty who were dying. Happily
thero Is no pestilence hero; the deaths are from hno-

ger
VaRzZEA ALEGRE, Fob. 22, 1678,

We pray God that He will give fumn.a to our fow

horses, so that we may not be forced to ly on foot

with our familica, Many have diwed of hunger: muny

still are dyiug. The wild roots are all gone. You

ine what the dronght {8 here when I tell yon

over these plains, The cotton and sugar ind !

almoat sunihilated; no mandioea even, except ia
about three or four mountain villagos. FPeople
obliged to go five or six miles from their houses to dig
for wator in the bed of some toprent. At least two
bundred thousand refugees encamped about the
larger  towns—T0,000 of these added to the
45,000 of Fortaleza, A famine mortality,
which in many places bad repchied twenty per day,
A mortality from disease very much groater, No
money in the provineial treasury: no hope of out-
side aid, except the drop of. private charity, and all
men looked for rain. I bave letters from the intorior
that covor all this period; you will seo if I exag-
gerate. A letter from Aracaly, December 206, says:—

The current of emigration continues to swell,
On somue days more than a thousand refugees have
ontered this town,  Alroady wo have an advontitions
population of 40,000 souls. During the past month
there died 409 porsons, and a8 wo hisve no ephdemic
hiore wo must aug?;mo that the greater part of this
mortality aroso m bad al ntation or actual

famine. A Httle later, the nite says, sixty-seven
persons died on the 30th of December and sixty-six
o the $st,

Bommar, Nov. 14,
The beri-beri continmos to earry off vietims almost
dnily. To-day o nephew of De. Pontes died, This
family has lost thirty moembers, On the other hand
the tamine is roaping its harvest. It the government
Aors not soon coine 1o onreid the condition of things
will be much worse. Thoere is no more mwandioes
meal. Provision cars must be pulled by men for
want of animuals,
Missao VELua, Dec. 13,
Thero are no more provisions; the lo are
dying st o tereible rate. Evory day six or eight of
them are burled.  Those who die in the publio roads
are eaten by wild animals,
Lavaas, Dec, 25,

Mattors are going on badly enough. For more
than twenty days the Government Commission have
had nothing st their disposal. They have used eve
porsible means, but they have found no one to lm;{
them even M. The state of things among the poor
Fm;nb in terrible; $0 porsons have died of hunger. 1

jave o lint of these, not inelnding the desths from
dyscntery and from eating wild roots,
Onaro, Dee, 20,

The dronght i» raging tereibly ; many people have
died of hunger and the rest aro in despair. ALl pub.
tie and private nid haa been used up long ago.  Man-
diven meal has o nominal priveyof twonty cents for o
litthe tescupinl, but 4 ean bardly be nb{:lnnl. Ro-
padouras, & coarso sugar necd by the Sertanesos, arg
ul.ehlnﬁguhrm—ﬁvﬂ llme: the regulnr price. 1
Ay o ] O y corn and banm, use the,
bave disappeared abwolutely, ,

MESDIOANTS PRAYING FOR POOD, Dea
] Assanm, . 17,

How can 1 describe the misery that reigns lere!
Beorus of persons Bave ded from the offects of fam.
inw, though it is true thst many of those casen wore
complieatod by eating wild roots, raw mandioes, ke,
Hunureds are potsoned by theso roots and mnst dio
fo s tew days.  Day swd night onr doores are bewieged
by eadaverons, simost naked mondicants, at very
fow porsons can give any more, for if they do they
will soon be obliged to beg with the rest, When the
table dn lakd the house s otten invaded, evon insiido,
by children, young girls, men; thoy come up to us
and knvel on the toor to ask for s morsel “for love
of God,” Mo, women and ehildren quﬂlla in
the stroots and yards to gather melon rinds, manigo
skins and reets and other pofuse; they vat all without
feur of the restilt, which may bo bad enongh.  Thoy
eul nonp-berries even |

p Bueo Smevo, Dee, 10,

The body of & man was brought to the climreh, In
the snmo hinmmoek wers two cutldren ready 1o die.

A gontloman who had Just come from Haboeira to
Fortalors writes: —

1 found bodies by the rosaside in many places;

rpassage gencrally to Pard, s

con
that tho sister of the Daron of Aquivar is cating mn.
enman #oeda; so her an, Marisno, tells me,
Now, if thiy lady, sister of » man who bofore the
drought was one of the richest in the winces, is go-
ing to the woods after mucuman with her slaves,
what must bo thie condition of the poor?

WHAT CAX THE GOVELNMENT DO ?

In Crato the numbor of fami 1 registered
from February 10 to March 15 was 6i4; in Corin, dur-
ing thoe same time, nearly four hundred were recorded,
and so on for the other villages. But by May the in-
terior of the provineo was almost desertod. Even
large places like Crsto and Jed y cone
tained a tenth of thele original popualation,
Thae scene of misery was transterred to the sca coast,
I wish to note one fact that tells of crime or erimi-
pal neglect somewhere; listory wiil reconl whers
the sin lies, During the great cxodus and for s
month before there wore two govermment store-
houncs at Fortaleza full of prbvisions. And yot the
goverument had been withholding ald and the peoplo
were dylog by th is! Tho dor ia that thowe
starving crowds did not sack the storehouses. They
thr d to often gh. There wore disturbanecs
in Aracaty, Fortaleza swod elsewhore, but, on the
wholo, no serions riots. The people would starve
rather than rebel, so great is the four of the law.
Dut after tfia I Lave loss i1l to say of the gencral
governmoeut. On the 6th  of Jaounary the
old ecorrupt Ministry «was doposed and the
now one, known as the *Sinimbd Cabinet,” esine
into power. In s lame way this new Ministry prace
tised cconomy. It wold the uscless iron-clads, dise
charged officials, avoided foolish sehemes, triod to
bring decency into the Custom Houss, and honestly
endeavored to sid the dronght siricken disteiets, It
was hard work, A deficit of #40,000,M0; uncer-
taln income; outside credit gome. So the govarn-
ment was peduced to the onbappy cxpediont of
paper woney., The Minister of Finanee was autlhor-
faed to imsve GO,000,000 milrels, or §50,000,000 par
value; np to January 1 of this year about 10,000,000
had sotually been emittod in ofd of the famine vie-
tims, Of conrse the reanlt was to deprosa the value
of this irredeomable paper; but we must not juilge
Brazil too harshly; the necensity was 8 fearful one.
A milllon people were to bo fod—a tenth of the popne-
latwon, The papsr money decros tock effect
on the 10th of April, and from this timo the feaucs
of fosd and money were generous enongh,
fhut, from the first, both publie snd private charity
made the tereible mistake of giving food without
returns, leaving the people In wlleness. The result
was incvitable. After s few woeeks the pessants
sottlod into a condition of easy mendicancy amd (dbe-
ness—would not work when they conld, They lay all
day In thelr filthy huts, drew their rations sod
eooked them, grew (st but not healthy, for their
Inciness made thom fit food for dinease,

THE FILTHY REPUOERS EMIGRATY,

For thoro that wished to emigrate the governmont
poid & deck passage. In the early part of 1878 o
pecially the number of these cmigrants was vory
groal—as many as 1000 on one steamer. They took
" to Marnn)
Pornambuco or lio. acked in dirty erowds on the
vessol,  Offensive, oven tostho sailors, by their Attt
ness, and often poorly supplied with food, they
fared badly emoush. In more tham one instance

“with the spring months.

them st Fortaleza, £0,000 at Arscaty, and so ou for
other places.
' DREAKING OUT OF EMALLPOX.

The people had food enough, but still the dsath
rate increased steadily. In Fortaleza it had reached
200 per day, even as early as May or June. In Ara-
caty it was hardlyless. Thero were perniclous fevers,
beri-beri, a little cholera, Yellow fever dissppeared
But above all other dis-
cases the smallpox began to assnme a terrible pre-
ominence. It was worst at Fortaleza. Very few of
tke people wero i 1. Isolation of the sick
wna never enforced. The pestilence, confined st first
ta the refugees, soon spread to the richer clasaes,
By October the 150,000 adventitious population had
dwindled to 70,000 or 90,000, Including the towns-
people; many had died, many had emigrated. Among
those that wora left ‘tbo pestilonce waa stalking and
marking its victims. On November 1 99 persona
died of smallpox in Fortaleza; on November 2, 124,
and this out of a populstion of only 90,000, Yous
yellow fever deaths mover reached such a proportion.
But the disease wont on incressing rapldly. Two
hundred, three hundred, four hundred deaths a day—
townrd the epd of November the figures ran above
fivo hundred. On the 30th thero were 574 registered,
but this includes only tho i in the publi
grounda, There wero familles thst could sfford
to bury their dead {n the city cometery, There were
peasants who were laid in the thick forest or carried
out to sea on catamarans and sunk there.

APPALLING DEATR LISTS,

The whole number of registered deaths in Novems.
ber for the two cemeterien of HSan Joao Baptists spd
Lagoa-funda was 11,075, Of these 9,270 were small-
pox cases. But I think-wo must add to this at Jeast
one thonsand buried, as T have said, in the woods or
sunk in the sea. At this time thers were 30,000
sick—more tham & third of the population,
Btill the death rate Incressed. On Decem-
ber 10 #04 amallpox dead were buried In
the cemetery of Lagos-funda, st least 76 in San
Joao, and probably 130 in the woods and the sea-»
a total death record of over 1,000 in & single day—
anid this out of & population (umow reduced) of only
75,000, The great plagne st Lond hed this
death rate, but that was from a population of
#m,000, Aftor this the mortuary rate decreased, but
only beeaunse the diseass bad nothing more to feed
on. A certain percentage of & community are
exernpt from smallpox. A few, no donbt, wers
saved by vaceination. By the end of the year the
death rato had gone down to 200 per day. The entire

ber of deaths for the th was not far from
21,000, In all grest epidemics, it is said, the peopls
become indifferent to their danger. In Fortalezs this
Indifference was sufliciently sstonishing. When I
reached the plnce on the 20th of Decombeor the death
rate was 400 per day; but business was going om
much as nsual, and hardly anybody had been drivem
out of tho city by the dangor.

DURYING IN TRENCHES AT LAOOA-FUNDA.

Fortalesa is a very neat and pretty town, with
wile stroets and shaded squares. 1 noticed the
groups of ragged, dirty people lounging sround the
streot corners. Farther out were the long rows of
huts, o hundred or more clustered together, Once
of twice I passed men carrying coffins on their
heads; s coffin abop near by was evidently doing sn
sctive business, But the pestilence was all aboug
me. 1 went to the graveyanl of Lagos-funds, where
the poor peoplo are buried ; for the old cemetory was
overflowing long ago, and the government had this
one made s leagne out of town, on the leeward side.
The woro y. too. The Althy

huts wero bad epough, without the worss
evil of & poisoned air. At Lagoa-funda
the desd are burisd (o trenches, twelve

together; *‘oxeept,” regarked ono of the overseers,
“where the bodies comeo in too fast for ue;
then wo put Aftecn of twenty in a trench, conforme, ™
The tronches are deep; the bodien gre placed in two
Isyers and well covered. Hut the soil is of sharp
silicious sanid, with no more disinfeetant propertics
than a pile of stones would have. With 20,000 bodjes
rotting undtrncath it the stench was nearly insup-
portable, I stood it for five minutes before I ¢ d
away, eick ot hoart and stomach from the terri-
ble might. What T eaw was thin. A series of pits or
tranchen, about soven feot by twelve and soven doop;
aoma of them empty, others half full of corpses, not
cloanly clsd bodies, with folded hands and closed
ayos, resting poacefnlly in polished cofins; the doath
horror is all takin away from these. I saw
hidk » Althy of sores, with the staring
wile open eyon full of wsand, the llmbs
twinted, the face monlded to a curse undor its mask
of sores. There wan no covering but the dirty rags
they died In. Men, women and ehildren were indis-
eriminstely thrown into theso holes and partially
covered with wand, 3
MICKENTNG PICTURFA,

Hero ia o tablean. A grest Apon feld wigh thon.
randn of mounds tn it—trenchos that had been fillod
in, Aweore of men digging new pits. A procossion
of bodies eoming in, some on litters, oftener tiod o s
polo betweon two mon.  Halfl naled bodies with the
horrible white sores on them. Child eorjses on
teayn, earried on men's heads. Sometimes two oy
threa bodies tied together to o pola, or rblled in a
hammock, Of course the stench s worse in vew
Areuches close bealde the old ones, Several cases of




